
Course Overview
00:00 Simon Nuttgens: Hello and welcome to the GCAP course structure screencast. I'm Dr. Simon Nuttgens, I'm a GCAP faculty member, and I will be narrating this screen cast.

00:10 SN: Here's what your course will look like when you enter a Moodle course page. At the top of the page, you'll see links to the course syllabus, student handbook, program outcomes and competencies, and professional writing resource.

00:25 SN: The syllabus is self-explanatory. It looks and functions much like any university course syllabus would. The student handbook, which you will review as part of this orientation, serves as a centralized location for everything you need to know about the program. Either the content is here or it is linked from here to another program webpage, faculty webpage, or Athabasca University webpage. Click on the program outcomes and competencies, and you'll come to the framework of the same name. You'll learn more about our disciplinary competencies and trans-disciplinary program outcome framework in this orientation, as well as the student handbook.

01:10 SN: Professional Writing Resource is a veritable trove of useful information intended to help you develop and hone your competency in professional writing. We encourage you to regularly consult this resource as you proceed through the program. We've made this easy for you to do through embedding links to the professional writing resource within the writing feedback sheet that is appended to all of your graded assignments.

01:33 SN: Directly beneath these links is a short course description under which you will find links to student resources, including course mail, course announcements, questions about assignments, dear instructional support facilitator or ISF, which in other institutions might be named teaching assistant, coffee room, and chat room. You'll use the course mail to correspond with your peers, instructor, course coordinator, and ISF, if your course has one. Course announcements is used by your course instructor or the course coordinator to post general news and announcements about the course.

02:20 SN: Next you see an assignment Q&A, which is where you can post questions to your instructor that you may have about an assignment. Your instructor might also use this forum to post assignment tips. We encourage you to post questions to this forum rather than email your instructor directly, because if you have a question, it's likely that other students are wondering the same thing. Following this, you'll come to a forum titled “Dear Instructor Support facilitator.” This is where you can post questions to your ISF, the role of which is clearly explained in your course materials, so that you know what types of questions you ought to direct towards this person.

03:01 SN: Next you will see the coffee room, which is where you can have discussion with your peers about things not directly related to the course. For example, you might want to use this forum to see if there are other students in your area who want to form an in-person study group. And finally, there is a chat room that you can use to have synchronous discussions at any time during the course. AU's Moodle orientation resource provides directions on how to use this communication tool. Just as it sounds, the assignment description link takes you to all of your assignments, complete with grading criteria. The mini course schedule is a quick reference for the time of your assignments and their weighted percentage of your final grade.

03:51 SN: Finally, there is the assignment drop-boxes themselves, which is where you electronically submit your assignments. You will see a brief set of instructions for doing this when you open the assignment drop-box link. Here are the brief instructions. More information can be found in the Athabasca University Moodle training manual, which you were introduced earlier in this orientation. I hope this screen cast has helped provide a better understanding of the structure of a typical GCAP course.
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